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 Heney Lake Foundation 
Minutes of Annual General Assembly 
Sunday August 10 2014 9:30—10.00 

Lac Ste-Marie, Québec Community Centre 
 

 
NOTICE OF CONVOCATION 
 
The President advises the assembly that a Notice of convocation was sent to all the 
members of the corporation. 
 
QUORUM 
 
The members present form the quorum necessary for an assembly and the President 
declares that the Assembly is validly constituted. 
 
PRESENT 
 
A list of persons present is attached to these minutes as Annex 1. 
 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 
 
Following a motion by Peter Fitt, duly seconded by Kevin Bell, IT IS RESOLVED 
unanimously to adopt the agenda. 
 

2. Approval of the Motions adopted by the Administrators in 2013-2014 
 

 
3. Approval of the Auditor’s report 

 
Following a motion by Gerry Webb, duly seconded by Gerry Holt, IT IS RESOLVED 
unanimously to adopt the auditor’s report for 2013-2014, which is attached to the present 
minutes as Annex 2.  
 

4. Approval of auditor and auditor’s fees for 2014-2015 
 
 Following a motion by Graeme Kirby, duly seconded by Michael Wolfson, IT IS 
RESOLVED unanimously to re-appoint the firm Piché & Lacroix CPA inc. as auditors for 
the 2014-2015 year and approve a fee of $6125.00, plus PST & HST  
 
 

5. Election of the Administrators for 2014-2015 
 
Following a motion by Gerry Webb, duly seconded by Michael Wolfson, IT IS 
RESOLVED unanimously to elect the following persons as Administrators of the 
corporation until the closure of the next Annual General Assembly of members or until 
the end of their mandate or until their replacement: 
 
John Rayner, President 
Tom McKenna, Vice-President 
Allan Darling, Treasurer 



 

2 

 

Hélène Audet : Vice-President and Representative of the Government of Québec 
Colin McCorriston  
Michael Wolfson 
Steve Greenberg 
Kevin Bell 
Roland Davis 
 

6. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

A. Report on  Ownership of Land 
 
The President outlined the options available to owners of land on Heney Lake 
who wish to insure it will be protected from development and maintained as 
conservation land. The paper is attached as Annex 3.  The Nature 
Conservacy will only consider assuming ownership of lands greater than 10 
acres at its initiative.  If accepted a charitable tax receipt is issued to the 
owner based on the value of the land and a contribution  of 15% of that value 
must be paid to the Nature Conservacy. The option of creating a servitude on 
land endorsed by the Foundation may permit a lower tax assessment, if 
agreed by the assessment office. In this option, ownership is retained by the 
owner and the servitude could be removed if the Board were to agree to such 
a request in the future.  Transferring of title to a third party was also identified 
but the Board decided it would not accept such a role, as the Foundation was 
not organized to manage any lands or to assume financial responsibilities for 
them. 

 
B. Approval of the new members list 

 
No new members were nominated. 

 
 

END OF ASSEMBLY 
 
All subjects having been discussed, the assembly stands adjourned. 
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Annex 3 

 
Heney Lake Foundation 

 

Methods of Protecting Land from Development 

 

One of the main purposes of the Fondation is to promote policies and actions that would lead to a reduction 

of phosphate run off into the lake.    At a recent Board meeting the Directors discussed the sequestering of 

land bordering on the lake from cottage development.  It was noted that even with the most sophisticated 

septic systems there is eventually phosphate run off that enters the lake.  This run off is mitigated to some 

extent by  the municipalities' program of emptying the tanks every two to four years.    Since Lac Heney 

has very poor capacity to absorb phosphate from further cottage or commercial development, the Board 

decided to support efforts to encourage owners of tracts of undeveloped land to place them in a legal 

instrument that would prohibit any further development and to preserve the land in its natural state. 

 

Land Protection Measures 
The Board discussed three options, that had been brought to their attention. 

 

(1.)   Donation to the Nature Conservancy of Canada 

This is a federally incorporated charity trust that is willing to accept donations of land that has special 

attributes that would preserve forever important environmental features.  The land once donated is 

protected from further development and is managed by the trust.  In practical terms this means paying the 

taxes on the property.  Because it has tax charity status, the trust is able to give the donor the benefit of tax 

deductions for the donor's income tax return.   However, the trust requires that 15 percent of the value of 

the donated land be given to the endowment fund of the trust. 

 

(2.)  Donation to a Private Trust, Municipality or other Corporate Entity 

The donor would donate the land under terms that protected the land from further development and 

preserved it in its natural state.  The donor would receive the gift tax benefits.  The Trust would assume 

responsibility for paying the taxes in the future as the owner of the land and for managing the land. 

 

(3.) Creation of a Servitude on the land with Heney Lake Foundation 

The owner of the land would create a “servitude” on the land with Heney Lake Foundation that would 

prohibit  cottage and commercial development.  The owner and his or her estate would retain ownership of 

the land and management and tax responsibilities.  However because there is a prohibition against 

development, a case could be made to the tax assessor that there should be a reduction in taxes.   This has 

happened to one property on the lake. 

 

Conclusion 
Over the next year the Fondation will be exploring with the Nature Conservancy of Canada the 

acceptability of land owners making donations of large tracts of land.   The Conservancy has expressed an 

interest in receiving such land.   We will be contacting land owners to see if there is interest.   The donation 

to a private trust is not being actively pursued.   The Directors agreed that the Fondation does not have the 

financial capacity or the expertise to get into this business.   Moreover given the state of the lake, it was 

decided to keep the remaining money for the time being available for treatment of the lake should this 

become necessary over the next five years.   Finally the Board would urge owners to consider the 

“servitude” in their estate planning.  

 

    

 

 


