
Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of APLH, November 23, 2015 held   

at 251 Bank Street, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  

 

Present: Chuck Gaudreau, Denis Levesque, Paul Banks, Gerry Holt, Colin McCorriston, Tom McKenna, 

John O’Brien, Rock Radovan, Michael Wolfson,   Roger Larson, Jason Taylor, Chantal Proulx, Ashwin 

Shingadia  

Absent: Aileen Shaw, Greg Skaret, Gad Perry. 

1. Adoption of Agenda: Moved by Denis Levesque, seconded by Rock Radovan 

2. Minutes of October 20, 2015: moved by Roger Larson seconded by Gerry Holt 

3. Reports from Committees  

 a) Comite paritaire/State of the Lake/Golder Project  

Tom McKenna informed the Board about the Golder Project. Sampling was completed the week 

before this meeting and there had been, so far, no response on the work plan. One part of the 

plan would include calculating the volume of water and approximate flow. This could possibly be 

done using algorithm and models without additional physical measurements. The project is 

expected to be completed by the end of January 2016.  

b) Environment/ Communications Committee – John O’Brien, Rock Radovan, Tom McKenna, 

Michael Wolfson: 

Tom said funds for the kiosk had been approved, but site preparation was needed as well as 

some changes is design.  

John O’Brien showed slides on “APLH Education and Communication Initiatives – Objectives and 

Next Steps” (shown at the last AGM) as a reminder for Board members. The idea was to have a 

grassroots approach. The underlying assumption was that if people knew about phosphates, 

who was using it and how it comes into the lake and its consequences; then they would change 

their behaviour. Examples of best practices would help in this change.  

A first step, a survey by contractor, 50 Strategic & Creative, of association members, permanent 

residents and residents in watershed areas returned 130 questionnaires from 534 mailings i.e. 

24.3% response. 80 responses came via mail. This is contradicted by the response to the 

question “how do you want information?”  – 70% said e-mail while 30% wanted post! Six 

responses were received from Lac Desormeaux (sent 11), seven from Lac a Barbue (9) and none 

from Lac Vert. Some other preliminary findings include: Most residents were over 50 years old, 

most property owners had been there over 20 years, some 30% were aware of not being in 

compliance with “natural shore” regulations. Responses also indicated members possessed 17 

sail boats and 5 power boats. In terms of general “brand” recognition, John said Heney is 

mentioned as one of the top places to consider in real estate information, in top five in Gatineau 

Valley and some are aware of the 2007 unique treatment.      

   



 c) Community Affairs – Chuck Gaudreau, Chantal Proulx, Gerry Holt, Michael Wolfson.  

Chuck mentioned that Joanne Poulin wants to meet the association if there is good reason to. 

However, it was good to meet time to time to establish relationship and contact. He mentioned 

that the association had received a memo from Gracefield which suggested there was some 

funding available (loans?) for septic system repairs for non-compliant cottages. The idea was to 

have the option of carrying out repairs and then put them onto the tax bill. In 2005, the Fondex 

Report looked at this issue and an individual file was created on each cottage. The septic tanks 

are pumped out every three years, but not necessarily repaired. Kevin Bell has this report. The 

majority are B or acceptable; and a few needed following up. Chantal undertook to clarify what 

the municipality intended and get back to the Board.    

Muskrat Lake – Chuck Gaudreau 

This report was for information, but also, to illustrate how Lake Heney’s experiences can help 

the situation in other lakes. Chuck met some five representatives, including a councillor, from 

Muskrat Lake, near Cobden, Ontario, to hear the story of their lake and to find out what we had 

done. The lake is 9 kilometres long, the water turns over every six years, there are cottages, 

farms and pasture, campsites/trailer parks, so it is highly “eutropic”; has trout and smelts. It is 

also a source of water for Cobden.  

There are three residents’ associations involved (each one claims to be representative). 

Provincial government departments involved include: Ontario Ministries of Natural Resources, 

Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs, as well as Health. A symposium was held by Ministry of 

Environment (October 5, 2013) run by Victor Castro (see Internet) .Water quality has been  

sampled over 40 years; most recent 2003, 2004, 2005, 2007, 2011.   

The problem is Blue-Green algae that produce dangerous toxins (due to high levels of 

phosphates - 43 micro grams /litre). All this is well recorded in local newspapers see (1) Renfrew 

Mercury, “Muskrat Lake in Crisis” by Lucy Hass, 2/09/2012. (2) “Cleaning up future of Muskrat 

Lake” by Ryan Paulson, Daily Observer,ca, 20/4/2013.  

In essence, the water quality has deteriorated so badly that it is hazardous to human health – no 

drinking of water or swimming. It is also hazardous to fishing, tourism, and real estate values 

(bad for “brand”).   

Chuck explained to them our experience – the legal process, studies, treatment and the various 

agencies involved.    

d) Website – Denis Levesque 

Denis Levesque said bulletin board services were up and running. The tax assessment database 

is also up. Paul Banks created a database of 280 assessments over several years available on-line 

from Lac Ste. Marie and Gracefield municipality websites. Some French translation still needs to 

be checked by Chuck. These data will be available only for members of the Lake Association. In 

the coming year, 2016, the municipality is undertaking a tax assessment exercise. Owners have 

only 30 days to appeal. This database will help in comparing with neighbours.   

 



e) Treasurer – Denis Levesque 

Did a second mailing for those who did not pay their dues – 73 reminders – 15 returns. Next 

step is to see how to bridge this gap.  

5. Other Business - None 

6. NEXT MEETINGS IN 2016:  

January 11, February 1; March 7; April 11, May 16, June 13.  

Adjournment – motion proposed by Rock Radovan seconded by Gerry Holt.  

        

      

  

 

   


