
Association for the Protection of Heney Lake / Association pour la protection du lac 
Heney

Assemblée Générale Annuelle / Annual General Meeting
August 10, 2008 / 10 août 2008

Centre communautaire - Lac Ste-Marie

Minutes / Procès verbal

Ordre du jour / Agenda 

1. Ordre du jour /  Agenda Allan Darling
2. Opening Remarks / Remarques préliminaires Allan Darling
3. Rapport du comité des mises en candidature / Report of 

Nominating Committee Gerry Webb
4. Treasurer's  Report / Rapport du trésorier  Denis Levesque
5. État du lac / State of the Lake Tom McKenna
6. Other Business / Autres affaires

1. The AGM was called to order at 10:45.  The Agenda was accepted with the addition of items on 
future actions for rehabilitating the lake, including the sawmill situation, under State of the Lake 
and security aspects under Other Business. 

2. In his Opening Remarks, the President noted that for the first time member support for legal or 
lake treatment activities was replaced by a celebration of its recovery.  In recognition of the time 
and special knowledge brought by the two representatives on the Comité paritaire, Tom McKenna 
and Kevin Bell, a gift to each from the Board of Directors was presented on behalf of Association.

3. Report of Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee, composed of Gerry Webb as Chair, Kevin Bell and Allan Darling, 
proposed the addition of four new Directors along with 14 returning Directors as circulated with 
the Agenda.  A motion by Gerry Webb, seconded by Denis Levesque that Shaun Aaron, Colin 
McCorriston, Erin Stratton and Joan Traversy be added as Directors was accepted unanimously.  
Gerry Webb moved, seconded by Gerry Holt, that nominations from the floor be accepted but 
there were no volunteers.  

Allan Darling noted that Pierre Calvé was stepping down after long service on the Board.  His 
contributions were particularly important to success of the Class Action.

4. Treasurer’s Report

The Financial Statement for 2007 was presented by Treasurer Denis Levesque.  Dues were paid 
by 188 members.  Income for the year was $5,300 and expenses (primarily insurance, 
symposium attendance and newsletters) were $4,425 for a surplus of $875.

The Budget for 2008 was presented, based on 180 members, with the same expenditures plus a 
one time expenditure on legal fees related to modifying the Association’s Supplementary Letters 
Patent and the new By-Law.

The 2008 Budget was approved unanimously on a motion by Denis Levesque, seconded by 
Pierre Calve. 
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In response to questions from the floor, it was noted that:
 There are approximately 225 cottages on the lake and 50 permanent residences, though 

not all are actually on the lake.  
 The Association currently has $22,000 in term deposits arising from special assessments 

to support scientific studies and the lawsuit.  A report from the Audit Committee 
(comprised of Don Ford, Chair, Charles Gaudreau and the Treasurer) is on file.

 The costs associated with the Association web site (lacheney.ca) are minimal.  
Webmaster Gerry Holt wondered whether members found the web site useful and would 
welcome any suggestions for it. 

5. State of the Lake

Tom McKenna reported on the lake treatment in November 2007, which was substantially 
completed despite the adverse weather.  No damage to the lake was noted. The jetty at Yvon 
Bastien’s for the barge will be removed this summer.  

This summer phosphorus levels are 8 - 12 micrograms per litre compared to 16 µg/l last year and 
18 µg/l the year before.  In July, levels at deeper part of the lake were around 25 - 30 µg/l when in 
previous years they would be up to 100 µg/l.  Also clarity was much improved.  Thus the 
treatment was considered a success with no reports of damage or negative effects on littoral 
zone.  With respect to weeds, there does not appear to be excess growth, indicating a return to 
the normal equilibrium.  Fishing appears to be good. A chart comparing this year’s readings with 
previous years was circulated.

In response to questions, Tom noted that ongoing monitoring is being undertaken to determine if 
the treatment is lasting.  The lawsuit can be reopened if levels rise significantly in the two years 
after the treatment.  The Foundation has approximately $1.4 million remaining from the 
settlement that will be used for the protection and conservation of the lake and its banks.

Other issues raised included weed growth in shallow areas, the invasive species Eurasian 
millefoil, cutting of weeds, erosion from boat traffic and water quality for drinking and washing.

The need for future actions for rehabilitation was raised by a member.  These included 
residences, discharges from the saw mill, phosphorus from other lakes in the watershed, public 
access and camping.  It was noted that the Association has asked the municipalities not to do 
anything about public access without conducting an environmental impact study.  It was 
suggested that the Environment Ministry be asked to do an analysis of the sawmill waste.  It was 
moved by Tom McKenna, seconded by Bill Broughton, that the Board develop a list of ideas for 
protecting the lake, identify the key issues and draw up an action plan and budget to undertake 
them.

6. Other Business

 The issue of security around the lake was raised by a member who had had a canoe 
stolen from her boathouse.  Two break-ins at the south end were noted.  

 Stan Christensen, representing the mayor for Lac Ste-Marie, addressed the meeting 
and touched on the need for considerable road work within the municipality, public 
access recently provided to two lakes – Lac Bagnole and Lac Vert – and questions 
on how to manage this access before considering other lakes, and the status of the 
recycling program

The meeting adjourned at 12:10 pm.
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