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Summer 2014 Newsletter 

 

Annual General Meeting - Aug 10th 
 

Association for the Protection of Lake Heney 
 

FREE - BBQ Lunch served after the meeting! 
 
  

For 2014, the AGM of the Association will again be held in the Lac Ste-Marie Community Centre on 

Sunday, August 10 at 10:30 AM and will be preceded by the Foundation AGM at 10:00 AM. 
 
Again this year, your Association Board of Directors will provide an update on Environmental, Municipal, 
and Administrative issues of interest to all Lac Heney residents, with information and discussions of how 
we may best represent your interests. 
 
After the success of this event last year, your APLH will again be serving lunch and refreshments, served 
by Pub McVeys, outside the meeting hall, immediately after the meeting, around noon time.  All who 
attend are welcome to join us for a BBQ, at no charge to participants, as part of the association funds 
collected.  A tent cover outside will serve to shelter us from sun and rain. 
 
The following is a summary of the subjects to be addressed at the AGM this year: 
 

A: State of Lake 
 
Water quality (transparency/clarity) has been good this summer, as in the past three years, and the total 
phosphorus levels were slightly lower (13.8 µg/L) than last year at the end of May.  Oxygen levels 
continue to improve to and discussions on re-establishing spawning grounds for touladi are under way 
with the Ministry and the municipalities.  
 
Brief summaries of Dr. Carignan’s 2013 report and that of our new water testing contractor, Golder 
Associates, on water quality and total phosphorous levels of Lake Heney will be presented at the AGM. 
 

 B: Web Site Launched in June 
 
Our new web site, has now been completed as a refreshed and redesigned project where new 
information and updated content can more easily be managed. Several features are now live, such as 
online payment options for membership renewal, and an integrated newsletter module that can be used 
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to push critical information to our subscribers.  An electronic bulletin was recently sent out to all current 
subscribers and APLH members detailing these features, after the June 16th launch date. 
 
The webmaster and admin committee will provide a review of the new membership capabilities and 
demonstrate how members can create their personal (protected) profile, and annual fee payment 
preferences with PayPal, and/or VISA payment options. 

 
C: Touladi restocking update 
 
In the past year, several meetings have been held with the MRNF, and both municipalities, to create a 
partnership focused on restoring the lake trout species, Touladi, to the lake.  Although the reopening of 
Winter Fishing on Heney has now been disallowed as part of a larger province-wide initiative to safely 
manage Touladi populations in all Quebec lakes, we were requested by the MDDEFP to solicit 
participation with our two partnering municipal councils before they would consider participating in this 
rehabilitation program.   
 
We received confirmation of support from both new Administrative Councils, of LSM and Gracefield 
municipalities, earlier in 2014, and will provide updates at this upcoming meeting about their recent 
resolutions to financially support us in this project. Both mayors and their councils have accepted to 
proceed with the steps and funding required, to restore the spawning grounds, and restocking the lake 
with this grey trout species that was once the trophy fish known to our lake. 

 

D: History of the Lake project- Annual Update 
  
Our Association's Communications Committee has undertaken a project of documenting and publishing a 
book on the history of our lake and its origins. Now in its fouth year of development, a special committee 
has started gathering artifacts, photos, maps and testimonials from specific people interviewed for their 
knowledge of the lake's history and our local heritage. 
 
A review of the progress to-date and future plans by the project team is planned for the AGM. 
 
Anyone wishing to contribute to this effort, and volunteer in assisting the committee, should identify 
themselves at or before the AGM, and are invited to contact the committee chair, Al O’Brien, or two team 
members involved with the collection of photos and interviews, Rolly Davis and Peter Harris. 
 

E: 2013 Municipal Elections results! 
 
Last November 3rd, our representatives for the Municipalities and MRC were elected by the local 
population, which includes you!  Non-resident property owners were encouraged to vote by 
correspondence, which resulted in record numbers of participation by our APLH members. 
 
Lac Sainte-Marie is again governed by mayor Gary Lachapelle, who was re-elected for another term, with 
2 of the 6 councilors re-elected by acclamation. In Gracefield, outgoing mayor Real Rochon was 
displaced by Joanne Poulin, the new mayor; her council also contains 2 of 6 returning members.  Details 
of the election results and names will be shared at the meeting. 
 
The MRC of the Vallee-de-la-Gatineau is now led by a new Prefect, Michel Merleau, who was elected 
with less than 2% more votes than the runner-up, Yvon Blanchard. His position on protecting the 
environment is a key platform on which he based his campaign, and is reflected in recent undertakings at 
the MRC under his guidance. 
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F: Board of Directors election 
 
The present Board of Directors currently consists of eighteen [18] directors, each of them members and 
property owners on Lake Heney; five of these members constitute the Executive committee. The Board 
of Directors works to ensure that the APLH mandate is carried out as per the objectives of the 
association.  

New members of the board are always welcome. If you are interested in serving on the Board or 

have any recommendations regarding new Directors, please contact the chair of the Nomination 
Committee, Vice President Gerry Webb (gwebb@golder.com).  it should be noted that our President will 
be stepping down in the coming year, as are a number of Directors who have been serving for 10 years 
or more. 

New and existing board members will be elected at the AGM as part of the agenda.   
 

G: Membership Dues Renewal 
 
For 2013 the Association had 167 paid members, representing a significant but lower proportion of the 
non-resident cottages on the lake. Your support is important to the continuing activities of the Association 
and to ensure we remain a credible and effective intervener on matters under consideration by, and the 
responsibility of, the local governments that have an effect on the lake and its constituents. 
 
The annual membership fee continues to be $25.00 per cottage.  This fee finances the general 
administrative expenses of the Association, including memberships in other Associations, insurance, 
mailing expenses to keep members informed of developments and the operation of the web site.  
 

Please forward your cheque in the envelope provided, or visit the new web site to pay 
online. You will see Membership Renewal in the upper left corner of the home page that 
will guide you to renew. 
 
Indicate only changes of permanent residence address or phone number on the enclosed form, or 
visit the new web site to update your profile online.  Once logged in, follow Profile Edit to update your 
personal information. 

 

 If you are not receiving the APLH e-bulletins by email, please subscribe by clicking on 
the "Subscribe" button and entering your email address at the bottom of the homepage of 
our website (lacheney.ca). 

 
We thank you for your participation. 
 

www.lacheney.ca.   

mailto:gwebb@golder.com

