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Annual General Meeting  - Aug  14th

Association for the Protection of Lake Heney
Summer 2011 Newsletter

This year, the AGM of the Association will again be held in the Lac Ste-Marie Community Centre on 
Sunday, August 14 at 10:30 AM and will be preceded by the Foundation AGM at 10:00 AM.

For 2011, your Association Board of Directors will provide an update on Environmental, Municipal, and 
Administrative issues of interest to all Lac Heney residents, with information and discussions of how we 
may best represent your interests.

The following is a summary of the subjects to be addressed at the AGM.

A: Results of Tax Assessment Appeals

Many owners appealed last year to the MRC-VG due to the sharp increase in assessment values for 
2010, compared to 2009. Those who were not satisfied with the response from the MRC escalated their 
appeal to a higher court, that of the Tribunal Administratif du Quebec, or TAQ.  Results from the 
successful appeals will be presented, and information on the appeal process for the next reassessment 
cycle will be reviewed at the meeting.

Market data to be used for the next reassessment must contain property sales from July 1, 2008 to 2011,  
for use in establishing comparable valuations of land and building values in the 2013 tax roll.  Any and all 
information available from members of the APLH is being solicited for general use in planning future 
appeals. 

B: State of Lake

The results of this year's phosphorous content testing will again be presented and discussed by Kevin 
Bell and our environmental committee members.  Water quality appears to be visibly improving again this 
summer.  However, the TP levels measured in the past few years since the treatment have not yet 
reached stable and consistent readings but we remain cautiously optimistic that these levels will not rise 
to previous levels.  The summary of Dr. Carrignan's 2011 reports will be reviewed for all who attend.

C: New Internet Access now available

Since late last summer, high-speed (5MBps) wireless internet service has been made available to 
residents in the north end of Lake Heney by a new local service provider, Picanoc.net..  Depending on 
proximity and interfering foliage, this access may not be available to all lakeside dwellings, and is 
assessed at installation time, for those who request it.  Residential service costs  $51.21 monthly 
including taxes, for up to 30 GB of data download, plus installation fees of $200; home phone service 
using VoIP is also available at an extra cost. 

Please see http://www.picanoc.net for more information, or call them at 1-877-770-0040 for availability 
and installation.  A map of the coverage area is also posted on this site.

D: History of the Lake project

Our Association's Communications Committee has undertaken a project of documenting and publishing a 
book on the history of our lake and it's origins.  A special committee co-chaired by Gerry Holt and Al 
O'Brien has started gathering artifacts, photos, maps and testimonials from specific people interviewed 
for their knowledge of the lake's history and our local heritage.

A review of the progress to-date and future plans by the project team is planned for the AGM.
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Anyone who can contribute to this effort, and those who wish to volunteer in contributing to this special 
committee, should identify themselves at the AGM, and are invited to contact the committee co-chairs 
above.

E: Board of Directors

The Board of Directors currently consists of seventeen [17] directors, each of them APLH members and
property owners on Lake Heney; four of these members constitute the Executive committee. The Board 
of Directors works to ensure that the APLH mandate is carried out as per the objectives of the 
association.  New Board Members will be elected at the AGM again this year.

If you are interested in serving on the Board or have any recommendations regarding new Directors, 
please contact the chair of the Nomination Committee, Vice President Gerry Webb (gwebb@golder.com).  
Other members of this committee are past-President Allan Darling and Secretary Kevin Bell. 

The Board has established the following Committees to focus its participation in the multiple activities that 
affect the interests of the members.  We invite members willing to participate in any of these activities to 
contact the Directors whose emails are noted below.  (Their addresses are also posted on the web site.)

Communications
   Contacts: Gerry Holt (gholt@geramy.com),  Al O’Brien

Environment
        Contacts:  Erin Stratton (ekstratton@rogers.com), Tom McKenna, Don Ford, Joan Traversy, 

Shaun Aaron

Municipal Affairs
  Contacts: Chuck Gaudreau (chuckg@rogers.com) 

Social
  Contacts: Colin McCorriston (colinjm@magma.ca)

Executive
       Contacts: Chuck Gaudreau, Gerry Webb, Erin Stratton, Denis Levesque, Allan Darling (past 

President)

F: Membership Dues Renewal

For 2010 the Association had 188 paid members, representing approximately 80% of the cottages on the 
lake. Your support is important to the continuing activities of the Association and to ensure we remain a 
credible and effective intervener on matters under consideration by, and the responsibility of, the local 
governments that have an effect on the lake and its constituents.

The annual membership fee continues to be $25.00 per cottage.  This fee finances the general 
administrative expenses of the Association, including memberships in other Associations, insurance, 
mailing expenses to keep members informed of developments and the operation of the web site. 

Please forward your cheque in the envelope provided. 

Indicate only changes of permanent residence address or phone number on the enclosed form.  If 
you are not receiving the electronic bulletin by email, please subscribe by clicking on the "Subscribe to 
Bulletin" link at the top of the homepage of our website (lacheney.ca).

We thank you for your participation.

www.lacheney.ca.  


