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Association for the Protection of Lake Heney
Spring 2009 Newsletter

www.lacheney.ca.  

The Annual General Meeting of the Association will be held in the Lac Ste-Marie Community Centre 
on Sunday, August 23 at 10:30 am and will be preceded by the Foundation AGM at 10:00 am.

A: State of Lake

The weighted average concentration of phosphorus in the lake during the course of 2008 was about 11 
micrograms/litre (µg/L) compared to 22 µg/L before the treatment.   In March 2009, the reading was 11 
µg/L but increased to 15 µg/L at the end of April.  This trend is expected due to an increase from the 
phosphorus introduced to the lake in the spring run-off.  The two results are slightly higher than the 
comparable readings in the spring of 2008, immediately following treatment. 

However, the May 19 sampling showed that the total P value for the lake actually increased to 20 ug/L.  
Also some parts of the lake reported a decrease in transparency.  This is unusual for this time of year but 
Dr. Carignan notes that the phosphorus is settling rapidly from the top layers of the lake.  These values 
may simply be due to a shift in time this year in the lake chemistry (i.e. a later, colder, wetter spring than 
usual).  In any case the next two months should give us a better picture of what’s happening but we need 
to realize that it may take a couple of years before the lake reestablishes a normal P cycle of an increase 
from the spring runoff, some algae growth in the summer and then a significant drop after the fall 
turnover.  Monthly monitoring will continue during 2009.

A comprehensive summary of Dr. Carignan’s report on water quality in the lake, March 2007-March 2009 
is posted on the web site.

B: Membership Fee 

In 2008 we had 185 members, which represented approximately 80 % of the cottages on the Lake. Your 
support is important to the continuing activities of the Association and to ensure we remain a credible and 
effective intervener on matters under consideration by, and the responsibility of, the local governments 
that may affect the lake.

The annual membership fee continues to be $25.00 per cottage.  This fee finances the general 
administrative expenses of the Association, including memberships in other Associations, insurance, 
mailing expenses to keep members informed of developments and the operation of the web site. Please 
forward your cheque in the envelope provided. 

Indicate only changes of permanent residence address or phone number on the enclosed form.  If 
you are not receiving the electronic bulletin by email, please subscribe by clicking on the "Subscribe to 
Bulletin" link at the top of the homepage of our website (lacheney.ca).

C: Board Committees

The Board has established the following Committees to focus its participation in the multiple activities that 
affect the interests of the members.  We invite members willing to participate in any of these activities to 
contact the Directors whose emails are noted below.  (Their addresses are also posted on the web site.)

Communications
To identify topics and draft appropriate material for communication to members through e-mails, 
web site or written mail documents
   Contacts: Gerry Holt (gholt@geramy.com), Ray Moffatt, Bill Green
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Environment
To undertake research related to subjects that could or would impact on the quality of the water
   Contacts: Erin Stratton (ekstratton@rogers.com), Tom McKenna, Don Ford, Joan Traversy,

Shaun Aaron

Public Relations
To establish contacts with municipalities, regional environmental groups and other lake 
associations to advise on their activities that may impact on the interests of property owners on 
the lake
   Contacts: Chuck Gaudreau (chuckg@rogers.com)

Social
To identify and organize events to enhance social contacts of property owners
   Contacts: Colin McCorriston (colinjm@magma.ca)

Executive
To plan and oversee the ongoing affairs of the Association
     Contacts: Allan Darling, Gerry Webb, Kevin Bell (kbell@magma.ca), Denis Levesque

D: Board of Directors

Allan Darling informed the Board he will not continue as President in 2009-10. His successor will be 
nominated at the AGM.  The by-law requires that the President be selected from members of the Board.  
A Nomination Committee, chaired by Vice President Gerry Webb, plus Allan Darling and Kevin Bell will 
make recommendations to the AGM.  If you have any recommendations regarding the President or other 
NEW Directors, please contact the Nominating Committee (gwebb@golder.com).

E: Municipal Elections

In November elections will be held in Lac Ste-Marie and Gracefield for municipal councillors and Mayor.  
Both municipalities have requested that voting by correspondence be authorized for this election.  The 
Board will post information on the web site on how to register to vote if you are a cottager and provide 
information on candidates.

F. “Let’s Protect our Lake”

While gardening, landscaping, planting or removing trees, it is important to remember that we can do 
much to contribute to the health of the water in our lake.  This is a reminder of a few measures that you 
can take to avoid increasing the pollution in the lake, in particular pollution by phosphorus:

 Use household products that are phosphate free; avoid deck cleaning liquids such as TSP
 Do not use fertilizers on your land
 Let a significant amount of natural vegetation grow along the edge of the water (do not sow grass 

seed up to the edge of the lake)
 Ensure that your septic system is of high quality, and that it is emptied according to the schedule 

established by the municipalities
 Do not cut under-water vegetation then allow the under-water weeds to flow freely within the lake;

remove them well away from the water’s edge
 Near the water, (docks, terraces, etc.) only use approved construction materials.

We thank you for your participation.


