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What’s New

1 The Annual General Meeting of the Association will be held in the Lac Ste-Marie 
Community Centre on Sunday, August 12 at 10:30 a.m. 

2 Public information meetings to outline options for remediation treatment to reduce 
phosphorus levels are scheduled for:
Saturday July 7 at 2:00 PM in the Lac Ste Marie Community Centre 

(primary language of presentation will be ENGLISH)
Sunday July 15 at 2:00 PM at Whitefish Lodge, 5 chemin Adelard

(primary language of presentation will be FRENCH)
(if you can’t make the meeting in the language of your choice, presenters will be 
available after both meetings to discuss matters in the other language.)

3 Amendments to the Letters Patent of the Association and a by-law setting out 
procedures related to governance of the Association and the Board will be presented 
for consideration and approval at a special meeting immediately prior to the Annual 
Meeting

4 An Association web site has been established and can be accessed after July 1 at 
www.lacheney.ca.  This site and e-mail messages will become the preferred option to 
communicate with members.

5 Each member is requested to include their e-mail address with their annual dues 
remittance

A: State of Lake

Monitoring of the lake in 2006 by Dr. Yves Prairie as well as sampling this spring has shown 
that there has been no significant change in the lake from 2005, which was only slightly 
improved over previous years.  The five scientists who conducted or reviewed the technical 
work to understand the state of our lake were consulted and all indicated that: a) the lake is not 
likely to recover significantly without some intervention; b) there is a good possibility that a 
treatment with iron chloride will reduce phosphorus levels to their pre-fish farm values; and c) 
an iron treatment will not harm the lake.  In February, the Board of Directors of the Association 
passed the following resolution:

Following discussion of the Pros and Cons of treating the lake, it was resolved that 
planning should proceed expeditiously for an iron chloride treatment of the lake.  During 
the planning period of 3-5 months the option of an aeration approach should be 
explored further, as well as the legal consequences of delaying any intervention for our 
future options under the class action settlement.  A comprehensive communication 
strategy to explain the options that were considered, the consequence of each and the 
reasons to proceed expeditiously should also be prepared.

The environmental engineering firm, Envir-Eau, has been engaged to undertake the planning 
phase for a treatment of the lake in November and to obtain the necessary Certificates of 
Approval from the appropriate provincial and federal departments.  An information package is 
being developed that will explain why the Board feels a treatment of the lake is needed, why 
iron chloride is the preferred treatment, and how the treatment will be carried out.  Public 
information sessions will be held in early July (see dates and times above) for members of the 
association as well as other cottagers, residents and officials of the municipalities before any 
final decision to proceed with a treatment intervention is taken by the Board.  

Aeration/oxygenation has been given serious consideration by the technical committee and, in 
its opinion, this approach will not resolve the current problem because it does not redress the 
low levels of iron in the lake, as will be explained in the information package.  While a delay of 
another year would not affect our legal status, the Board feels that no new relevant information 
is likely to be forthcoming and there is no reason to delay a treatment. 

B: Governance

We have been advised by legal counsel to amend the Letters Patent of the Association and to 
establish a by-law outlining procedures for the governance of the Association.  A resolution, 
which will require approval of two-thirds of the membership present at a special meeting 
convened for this purpose, will be circulated in a separate mailing.  The special meeting will be 
convened on Sunday August 12, immediately prior to the Annual General Meeting.



C:  Septic Tank Inspections

For technical reasons, no septic systems were inspected in 2006.  At a meeting in March 
organized by the Association with the municipalities and Fondex, it was agreed that the 
remaining 137 systems will be inspected this year.  Letters were sent out in 2006 to properties 
where problems were identified and the municipalities will be following up on repairs in 2007.

D:  Board of Directors

We welcome expressions of interest from any member willing to become actively involved in 
the Board.  A number of Directors have indicated they will not continue to serve and new 
nominations are required to fill anticipated vacancies.

E: Neighbourhood Watch Program 

The Heney Lake Neighbourhood Watch program is now up and running.  A brief description of 
the program as well as the consent forms can be found on the Association website at 
www.lacheney.ca.   Anyone who wishes to be part of the program is encouraged to complete the 
form, if they have not already done so.  This information is provided to the SQ for contact 
purposes.  Dave Wilson is coordinating efforts with the SQ and is in the process of identifying 
volunteers to represent and disseminate information in the various regions around the lake.  If 
you are interested in assisting in this effort, please contact Dave Wilson at 
dwilson55@sympatico.ca or (613) 293-4675.

F. Membership Fee

In 2006 we had 185 members, which represented approximately 80 % of the cottages on the 
Lake. Your support is important to the continuing activities of the Association and to ensure we 
remain a credible and effective intervener on matters under consideration by, and the 
responsibility, of the local governments that may affect the lake.

The annual membership fee continues to be $25.00 per cottage.  This fee finances the general 
administrative expenses of the Association, including memberships in other Associations, 
insurance, mailing expenses to keep members informed of developments and the operation of 
the web site. Please forward your cheque. 

In an effort to facilitate communication with members we are asking everyone to provide your 
email address with your membership dues.  Indicate only changes of permanent address or 
phone number. 

G. Let’s Protect our Lake

While gardening, landscaping, planting or removing trees, it is important to remember that we 
can do much to contribute to the health of the water in our lake.  This is a reminder of a few 
measures that you can take to avoid increasing the pollution in the lake, in particular pollution 
by phosphorus:

1 Use household products that are phosphate free;
2 Avoid using fertilizers on your land;
3 Let a significant amount of natural vegetation grow along the edge of the water (do not 

sow grass seed up to the edge of the lake);
4 Ensure that your septic system is of high quality, and that it is emptied according to the 

schedule established by the municipalities;
5 Do not cut under-water vegetation then allow the under-water weeds to flow freely 

within the lake;
6 Near the water, (docks, terraces, etc.) only use approved construction materials.

Any Questions: contact Allan Darling, President (613-749-0441, allandarling@rogers.com), 
Pierre Calvé, Past-President (819-595-4821 pierre.calve@sympatico.ca) or Kevin Bell, 
Secretary (819-467-3908, kbell@magma.ca) or a Director.


