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Summer 2015 Newsletter 

 

EARLY Annual General Meeting - June 28th 
 

Association for the Protection of Lake Heney 
 

BBQ Lunch served after the meeting! 
  
 
Earlier this year than previously, the AGM of the Association will again be held in the Lac Ste-Marie 

Community Centre on Sunday, June 28 at 10:30 AM and will be preceded by the Foundation AGM at 
10:00 AM. 
 
Several members of your Association’s Board of Directors will provide an update on Environmental and 
Financial issues of interest to all Lac Heney residents, with information and discussions of how we may 
best represent your interests. 
 
Your APLH will again be serving lunch and refreshments, served by Pub McVeys, outside the meeting 
hall, immediately after the meeting, around noon time.  All who attend are welcome to join us for a BBQ, 
this time at a minimal charge to participants, subsidized in part of the association funds collected.  A tent 
cover outside will serve to shelter us from sun and rain. 
 
 
The following is a summary of the subjects to be addressed at the AGM this year: 
 

A: State of Lake 
 
In March 2014, the Foundation contracted with a new company who replaced Dr Carignan’s team from U 
of Montreal, to conduct the sampling and analysis of the lake water on Lac Heney. We now have a 
current report of their tests results from May through Nov 2014, from these samples. 
 
Brief summaries of the latest report, from our new water testing contractor, Golder Associates, on water 
quality, including dissolved oxygen, total nitrogen, chlorophyll-a, and Total Phosphorous levels of Lac 
Heney will be presented at the AGM. 
 

B: Association Charter to be Expanded 
 
Our new initiative to inform our membership on the procedures to reduce the influx of Phosphorous to the 
lake has been launched.  In realizing that all the other lakes and tributaries that flow into Lac Heney also 
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contribute to that rise in Total Phosphorous (TP) levels, we recognized that all who reside in the 
Watershed of Lac Heney now need to be included in the association’s reach. 
 
A discussion will be held, and possibly a motion adopted, to expand the legal bylaws of the APLH, which 
should now include other watershed lake residents as APLH members. This change must be approved 
by a majority of members at the AGM, to be legally recognized for any changes to the APLH charter. 
 
The webmaster has added new membership registration capabilities and expanded how members can 
create their personal (protected) profile; registering as a new member, with annual fee payment 
preferences of PayPal, and/or VISA payment options is now available online. 

 
C: NEW Communications Campaign 
 
A new committee was formed since our last AGM, to launch an education campaign targeting the 
residents of the whole Lac Heney watershed.  It was determined that proactive communications on how 
to reduce the phosphorous intake to the lake is preferable to the high cost of another lake treatment, 
such as in 2007. 
 
This past year, an outside consultant was hired to guide us in establishing a long-term program for 
disseminating information to watershed residents, and this plan will be presented at the AGM.  The first 
few signs of this initiative will include a kiosk at the entrance on ch Lac Vert, featuring pamphlets and 
posters about the environment, as well as an upcoming survey that will be mailed by both municipalities 
to all watershed property owners. 
 
Look for this survey to reach you in June, prior to the AGM date. 

 

D: History of the Lake project- Annual Update 
  
Our Association's Communications Committee has undertaken a project of documenting and publishing a 
book on the history of our lake and its origins. Now in its fifth year of development, a special committee 
has started gathering artifacts, photos, maps and testimonials from specific people interviewed for their 
knowledge of the lake's history and our local heritage. 
 
A review of the progress to-date and future plans by the project team is planned for the AGM. 
 
Anyone wishing to contribute to this effort, and volunteer in assisting the committee, should identify 
themselves at or before the AGM, and are invited to contact the committee chair, Allan O’Brien. 
 

E: Tax Assessments for 2016 due in March! 
 
In 2013, new revised property evaluations were assessed, for use in determining the municipal and 
school taxes due for each property in both our municipalities.  Many were much higher than the 2010 
assessments, at which time a major update on property evaluations was applied. 
 
Again in March 2016, the next triennial evaluation will be provided by the MRC to each property owner, 
with possible increases in assessments, based on recent market conditions.  Look for that new property 
value, when the 2016 Tax Assessment Notice is sent to you. 
 
If you witness an increase that you consider to be higher than market valuations for similar properties in 
your area, please contact one of the APLH directors for further information.  We can help by sharing 
current market data on sales and transfers for Lac Heney properties from the past three years. 
 
NOTE:  that you have only 60 days, or until May 1, to file a Request for Re-Assessment with the MRC.  
The next opportunity to appeal will only occur in early 2019, so act promptly. 
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F: Call for New Directors to serve on Board 
 
The present Board of Directors currently consists of sixteen [16] directors, each of them members and 
property owners on Lake Heney; five of these members constitute the Executive committee. The Board 
of Directors works to ensure that the APLH mandate is carried out as per the objectives of the 
association. Several Directors, incl 3 of the 5 Executives are retiring from the board this year, so 
the need for new volunteers is urgent and critical. 

New members of the board are needed for 2015-16! 

 If you are interested in serving on the Board, or have any recommendations regarding new Directors, 
please contact the chair of the Nomination Committee, Vice President Gerry Webb 
(cgwebb@sympatico.ca).  It should be noted that our President will be stepping down in the coming year, 
as are a number of Directors who have been serving for 10 years or more. 

New and existing board members will be elected at the AGM as part of the agenda.   
 

G: Membership Dues Renewal: NOW $35 
 
Your financial support is important to the continuing activities of the Association. As volunteers, we 
depend on your dues to ensure we remain an effective representative of watershed residents on matters 
decided by the local governments that have an effect on the lake and its constituents. 
 
The annual membership fee has been increased to $35.00 per cottage, up from $25 since its 
inception.  This increased fee, as approved at the last AGM, finances the general administrative 
expenses of the Association, including memberships in other organizations, insurance, mailing expenses 
for newsletters, and the operation of the web site.  
 

Please forward your cheque in the envelope provided, or visit the web site to register and 
pay online. You will see Membership Renewal in the upper left corner of the home page, 
where you can renew your membership.  
 
To register as a new member, use the ?Register link below the  button. 
 
Indicate only changes of permanent residence address or phone number on the enclosed form.  

 

 If you are not receiving the APLH e-bulletins by email, please subscribe by clicking on 

the    button and entering your email address at the bottom of the homepage of 

our website (lacheney.ca). 

 
We thank you for your participation. 
 

www.lacheney.ca.   
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